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Drinking Water Aw¿reness Week: Artwork Contest Winners Announced

When you furn on your faucet, water comes out. Where does it come from? Is it clean? How much
are you using? In an effort to promote local awareness of drinking water, the Clinton County Health
Department is celebrating the American Water'Works Association's Drínkíng Water Week, May 7-
13r 2017. The theme for 2017 is, ooYour Water: to know it is to love it," with a local focus on water
conservation.

To highlight Drinking Water Week, the Clinton County Health Department held its 2nd Annual
Drinking Water Week artwork contest. The Department reached out to local schools, inviting art
and science teachers to promote the contest with their students. Students grades 12 and under were
asked to color or draw a picture showing how water is essentíal to their daily lives. The Department
received 49 submissions from schools in the Plattsburgh, Chazy, AuSable, Beekmantown and

Saranac school districts.

The entire Health Department was invited to vote on entries and after careful consideration, three
entries were chosen as winners. The winners are as follows: Lily Potthast, AuSable Valley High
School; Zoe Rainville, Saranac Middle School; and Margalida Flaguer Ferriol, Plattsburgh High
School. Their artwork will be entered into a national artwork contest hosted by the American'Water
'Works 

Association, as well as featured in the Department's annual water operator's calendar. "'We
were thoroughly impressed by the artwork submissions we received, and are hopeful that one of our
local winners will rise to the top of the national contest," states Jennifer Trudeau, Registered Nurse
for the Clinton County Health Department.

Mrs. Trudeau also states o'It was a pleasure to review all of the amazingartwork submissions. V/e
appreciate the time that our local art and science teachers invested to teach their students about the
value of one of our most important nafural resources."
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"Persons who have any physical mobility or other needs, call the telephone number above to arrange for accommodations"



According to the Environmental Protection Agency, while 70Vo of the Earth's surface is coyered in
water, 97%o of thatwater is salt water or unusable and2%o is permanently frozen. This leaves only
lo/o of Earth's water available for human needs. Tim Simonette, Senior Public Health Sanitarian at
the Clinton County Health Department states that, "Conserving water is important because it helps
to ensure that everyone has access to clean drinking water. There are little things that each of us can

do to conserve water each and every day, such as: tuming off the tap while brushing your teeth,

taking shorter showers, and fixing leaky appliances." These small actions can make a big impact in
preserving our limited water supplies.

Residents are urged to challenge their own water usage habits in an effort to conserve water.
According to Mr. Simonette, "It is important to remernber that little acts of conservation each day
can make a huge difference." To learn more about drinking water in Clinton Count¡ residents are

encouraged to visit www.ClintonHealth.ors and to read the Clinton County Profiles in Public
Health: Drinking Water ín Clínton County, found at
http://www.clintonhealth.org/pdfD/o20files/CCProfilestnPublicHealthFall20l6.pdf.

About the Clinton County Health Department:

The Health Department is an accredited full service department serving the residents of CHnton
County. The lle¿lth Department's Mission is to improve and protect the health, well-being and
environment of the people of Clinton County. Visit www.ClintonHealth.org for more information.
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