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Drinking Water Awareness Week: Artwork Contest Winners Announced

PLATTSBURGH, NY May 10, 2018 When we turn on our faucets, water comes out. We drink, cook
and clean with it. Many residents haven't thought about where their water comes from, or if it's
clean and safe. However, having access to clean, potable drinking water is one of the most
important contributions to a community's overall health. In an effort to promote local awareness of
drinking water, the Clinton County Health Department is celebrating the American Water Works
Association's Drinking Water Week, May 6-12, 2018. The theme for 2018 is "Protect the Source"
with a local focus on private well water maintenance.

To highlight Drinking Water Week, the Clinton County Health Dqiartment held its 3 Aimual
Drinking Water Week artwork contest. The Department reached out to local schools, inviting art and
science teachers to promote the contest with their students. Students grades 12 and under were
asked to color or draw a picture showing how water is essential to their daily lives. The Department
received submissions from schools in the AuSable, Beekmantown, Chazy, Pern and Plattsburgh
school districts.

The entire Health Department was invited to vote on entiles and after careful consideration, three
entries were chosen as winners. The winners are as follows: Sahar Fatima, Pern Central School;
Sylvia Tardif, AuSable Valley Middle School; and Rylan Garden, Beekmantown Middle School.
Their artwork will be entered into a national artwork contest hosted by the American Water Works
Association, as well as featured in the Department's annual water operator's calendar and social
media pages. "We were thoroughly impressed by the artwork submissions we received, and are
hopeful that one of our local winners will rise to the top of the national contest, " states Jennifer
Tmdeau, Principal Public Health Educator for the Clinton County Health Department.

Mrs. Tmdeau also states "It was a pleasure to review all of the amazing artwork submissions. We
appreciate the time that our local art and science teachers invested to teach their students about the
value of one of our most important natural resources."
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"Persons who have any physical mobility or other needs, call the telephone number above to arrange for accommodations"



While public water systems are regulated and must adhere to strict standards, private water sources,
such as wells, are not typically regulated. Individual homeowners are responsible for keq)ing their
water safe. Tim Simonette, Senior Public Health Sanitarian at the Clinton County Health
Department states that, "Approximately 28% of Clinton County residents have a private water
source. Residents with private water should take steps to ensure their water is safe, such as yearly
testing for coliform bacteria using a NYS Certified lab, testing for nitrate if a newborn resides in the
home, and checking to see that the well has a tight-fitting sanitary cap. Just like maintenance on
your car or your home's roof, your water source should be properly maintained.'

Residents looking for more information on maintaining private drinking water sources are
encouraged to read the Department's blog at ht ://cchdblo s.blo s ot. com/2018/04/does- our-
well-need-checku .html. For more information about drinking water in Clinton County, residents
can read Clinton County Profiles in Public Health: Drinldng Water in Clinton County, found at
ht ://www.clintonhealth.or df%20files/CCProfilesInPublicHealthFall2016. df, or visit
www. ClintonHealth. or .

Note: Digital images of winning artwork submissions are available upon request.

About the Clinton County Health Department:

The Health Department is an accredited full service department serving the residents of Clinton
County. The Health Department's Mission is to improve and protect the health, well-being and
environment of the people of Clinton County. Visit www.CIiatonHeaIth.or for more information.
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