
Clinton County Health Department 
Jerie Reid, Director of Public Health 

133 Margaret Street, Plattsburgh, New York 12901-2968 
 

“Working Together for a Healthier Community” 
 

Website:  www.ClintonHealth.org  
 
 

 

Administration Division                    Phone:  (518) 565-4840                    Fax:  (518) 565-4717 
 

 
“Persons who have any physical mobility or other needs, call the telephone number above to arrange for accommodations” 

 
 
 

 

News Release 
 

Date: July 12, 2017 

For Immediate Release  

Contact:  518-565-4840 

 

Clinton County Health Department Honored for Excellence in Public Health 

 

Local Health Department Program is One of 41 Nationwide to receive a 

“Model Practice Award” in 2017 

 

Plattsburgh, July 12, 2017 – CLINTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT (CCHD) was honored 
with the Model Practice Award at the 2017 Annual Conference of the National Association of County and 

City Health Officials (NACCHO). The award celebrates local health departments for developing programs 

that demonstrate exemplary and replicable best practices in response to a critical local public health need. 

Fluoride Varnish in the Pediatric Primary Care Setting was one of 41 local health department programs 

to receive NACCHO’s prestigious Model Practice Award this year. 

 

Oral health is a public health issue, at times labeled a ‘silent’ epidemic.  For this reason, CCHD prioritized an 

initiative to promote the practice of fluoride varnishing in the pediatric health care setting.  The local 

community remains a dental health professional shortage area and many families struggle to secure dental 

care for their children under five years of age.  In fact, children are two and half times more likely to lack 

dental coverage than medical coverage and local rates of dental caries in elementary school children are 

significantly higher than state averages.  Studies have shown that routine application of fluoride varnish can 

strengthen teeth and decrease the prevalence of dental caries by 40%, on average.   

 

In March of 2016, Supervising Public Health Educator Lisa Turner completed a train-the-trainer series 

offered by the New York State Association of County Health Officials (NYSACHO) that focused on 

increasing the practice of fluoride varnish application in the pediatric primary care setting.  Staff recruited 

and trained local pediatric practices on the benefits, billing and application of fluoride varnish within their 

offices. By the end of 2016, each local pediatric practice had designated a champion for this project and 

began offering this service to patients without an established dental home.   “Bringing preventative dental 

care into the medical home is a great way to ensure healthy smiles and healthy children,” said Turner. 

 

“We are proud to receive NACCHO’s Model Practice Award. The award is evidence of our commitment to 

developing responsive and innovative public health programs that improve the health of local residents,” said 

Jerie Reid, Director of Public Health, Clinton County Health Department. 
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Since 2003, NACCHO’s Model Practice Awards have honored programs, resources, and tools that 

demonstrate how local health departments and their community partners can effectively collaborate to 

address local public health challenges. Each innovative project receiving the Model Practice Award was 

peer-reviewed and selected from a competitive group of over 100 applicants. "This award puts Clinton 

County Health Department in special company with a select group of health departments that exemplify a 

forward-thinking, proactive approach toward protecting and promoting the health of communities 

nationwide,” said NACCHO Interim Executive Director and Chief of Government Affairs Laura Hanen, 

MPP.  

 

Fluoride Varnish in the Pediatric Primary Care Setting is now part of an online, searchable database of 

successful public health practices in areas that range from immunization and maternal and child health, to 

infectious diseases and emergency preparedness. The NACCHO Model Practice database allows local health 

departments, public health partners, and other important stakeholders to learn about the good work being 

done by local health departments across the country. The database also provides users an opportunity to learn 

from best practices and what resources are needed to implement comparable programs in other jurisdictions 

that produce results. Read more about these award-winning programs at 

https://application.naccho.org/Public/Applications/Search. 

 

 

About the Clinton County Health Department: 

 

The Health Department is an accredited full service department serving the residents of Clinton County.  The 

Health Department’s Mission is to improve and protect the health, well-being and environment of the people 

of Clinton County.  Visit www.ClintonHealth.org for more information. 

 

About the National Association of County and City Health Officials: 

 

The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) represents the nation's 2,800 local 

governmental health departments. These cities, counties, metropolitan, district and tribal departments work 

every day to protect and promote health and well-being for all people in their communities. 
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