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Clinton County WIC Receives Gold Award From USDA For Excellence In Breastfeeding Support

PLATTSBURGH, NY August 18, 2017 Clinton County Health Department's WIC (Women,
Infants, and Children) program has won the Gold WIC Loving Support Award of Excellence from the
USDA Food and Nutrition Service. This award, one of eight given to WIC local agencies in New York State,
recognizes exemplary breastfeeding support and practices. Gold Loving Support awardees provide an
effective model ofsti-ong breastfeeding promotion and support activities, leading to the successful mcrease of
breastfeeding initiation and duration rates among WIC participants.

"We are excited to accept this award," says WIC Program Coordinator Mary Lee Ireland, "and are
proud of the work done by our knowledgeable and dedicated staff to reach this level of achievement."
Laurie Taylor, KN DBCLC and WIC Breastfeeding Coordinator, adds "Our whole team is involved in
providing WIC participants with information and resources to meet breastfeeding goals. Pregnant and
breastfeeding women can get peer counseling and professional lactation help when needed, and access to

breastfeeding supplies and other support."

Clinton County WIC participants can meet with an IBCLC (International Board Certified Lactation

Consultant) or CLC (Certified Lactation Counselor) on staff in the WIC clinic. Breastfeeding peer
counselors are also offered through the Child Care Coordinating Council of the North Country (CCCCNC).
"It's a great partnership," says Jamie Basiliere, Executive Director ofCCCCNC. "Our agencies, both
members of the Clinton County Breastfeedmg Coalition, work together to provide this service to WIC
participants. We look forward to continuing to expand the support our community offers to families to help
them be successful with breastfeeding."

About the Clinton County Health Department:

The Health Department is an accredited full service department serving the residents of Clinton
County. The Health Department's Mission is to improve and protect the health, well-being and
environment of the people of Clinton County. Visit www.ClintoaHeaIth.or for more information.
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"Persons who have any physical mobility or other needs, call the telephone number above to arrange for accommodations"


