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2017-18 Influenza Update 
 

The Advisory Committee on                    

Immunization Practices (ACIP)                

and Centers for Disease Control                   

& Prevention (CDC) continue to                      

recommend annual influenza                           

vaccination with an injectable vaccine 

for everyone aged ≥ 6 months who do 

not have contraindications, including 

pregnant women.  
 

Children aged 6 months - 8 years who 

have not received two or more doses  

of influenza vaccine before 7/1/2017 

will need two doses of influenza         

vaccine administered ≥ 4 weeks apart; 

everyone else should receive one dose.  
 

Amid renewed questions regarding        

the safety of influenza vaccination               

in pregnant women following a               

CDC-funded study, the CDC, ACIP, 

and the American College of               

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

(ACOG) unanimously recommend     

that pregnant women receive a flu  

vaccine during any trimester of their 

pregnancy. Pregnant women may   

receive any licensed, recommended 

and age-appropriate trivalent or           

quadrivalent IIV or RIV at any time 

during pregnancy. Study details are 

available at http://bit.ly/2xE3DVF. 
 

The recommendation not to use         

live attenuated influenza vaccine 

(LAIV) has been extended for the  

2017-18  season. No supply issues           

are anticipated; manufacturers have 

projected they will produce 151-166 

million doses of injectable influenza 

vaccine for the 2017-18 influenza       

season. Vaccination is most effective  

if offered before the onset of influenza 

disease, optimally administered by the 

end of October and continuing through 
the spring.  The CDC and NYSDOH 

do not recommend delaying             

vaccination of older adults. Full            

recommendations for the 2017-18          

influenza season are available at 

http://bit.ly/2wuFo87. 

 

CCHD Announces 

John Kanoza as    

Director of Public 

Health 
 

 

\A new Director of Public Health has 

been named for Clinton County. Mr. 

John Kanoza assumed leadership of 

the Department on October 2, 2017 

following the retirement of previous 

Director of Public Health, Ms. Jerie 

Reid. Mr. Kanoza has been with the 

Department for fifteen years serving  

as the Department’s Director/Engineer 

of Environmental Health & Safety.   

He has prior experience in the private 

sector as an Environmental Engineer. 
 

Along with proven leadership ability, 

Mr. Kanoza brings to his new position 

a comprehensive knowledge of the 

environmental factors that affect              

the health of a community. Over the 

last fifteen years, he has guided the 

Department’s regulatory efforts      

regarding the County and State      

Sanitary Codes and has worked as          

a member of the Department’s                  

leadership team to affect population 

health improvement in Clinton             

County.   
 

Please join us in welcoming                     

Mr. Kanoza and in congratulating           

him on his new position. 

The Clinton County Health  

Department (CCHD) encourages          

all members of the public, including 

health care personnel, to seek           

influenza vaccination from their  

primary care providers and               

pharmacies. During the 2013-14         

influenza season, only 75% of health 

care  workers nationally received an             

influenza vaccination; the Healthy 

People 2020 goal is to increase           

vaccination rates to 90% of all                

health care personnel. 

Local Lead Update 
 

Fewer than 3% of Clinton County’s 

1 and 2 year olds have an initial   

elevated blood lead level >10mg/dL, 

all of whom are followed by the 

Lead Poison Prevention Program 

(LPPP) at CCHD until levels are 

<5mg/dL. New local cases have 

numbered ≤5 per year in the previous 

3 years. About 15 such cases were 

being followed at the end of 2016; 

the LPPP reports 9 active cases as of 

June 2017. CCHD’s LPPP provides 

an environmental lead inspection of 

the home and a RN who works with 

the family to identify the source and 

decrease the exposure to lead. No 

single common source of lead has 

been found in recent local case    

investigations conducted by the   

Department. For more information 

on lead poisoning diagnosis and  

prevention, contact CCHD at          

518-565-4848. 
 

Adults & Lead Poisoning 
 

Clinton County adults are also at  

risk of lead poisoning. Workers in 

construction, manufacturing, auto 

mechanics, firing ranges, or gun-

smiths, police officers, and military 

personnel are among those at highest 

risk of exposure. Those who hunt 

and fish have increased risk of lead 

poisoning if the animal was killed 

using leaded bullets or consumed 

leaded sinkers. Lead interferes with 

normal cellular processes, and can 

have an adverse effect in multiple 

organ systems; symptoms are often 

subtle and can involve nervous, GI 

and musculoskeletal systems.      
 

Lead poisoning should be included 

in a differential diagnosis when 

symptoms warrant. Periodic          

measurement of blood lead levels 

and advocacy for environmental  

controls during exposure are key.  

For provider information on lead 

exposure in adults contact CCHD     

at 518-565-4848 or visit                     

http://on.ny.gov/2xc6l4Z. 

http://bit.ly/2xE3DVF
http://bit.ly/2wuFo87
http://on.ny.gov/2xc6l4Z


 Page 2 

 

Clinton County Health Department 
133 Margaret Street 

Plattsburgh, NY  12901 
Tel: (518) 565-4840  
Fax: (518) 565-4717 

www.clintonhealth.org 

CCHD Work Recognized Nationally 
 

Clinton County Health Department was honored with the Model 

Practice Award at the 2017 Annual  Conference of the National  

Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO). The 

award celebrates local health departments for developing programs 

that demonstrate exemplary and replicable best practices in response 

to a critical local public health need. Fluoride Varnish 

in the Pediatric Primary Care Setting was one of 41 

local health department programs to receive NACCHO’s 

prestigious Model Practice Award this year. 
 

The local fluoride varnish initiative teamed public health with     

pediatric providers. In early 2016, local health department staff 

completed a train-the-trainer series offered by the New York State 

Association of County Health Officials. Staff then recruited and 

trained local pediatric practices on the benefits, billing and          

application of fluoride varnish within their offices. By the end of 

2016, each local pediatric practice had designated a champion for 

this project and began offering this service to patients without an 

established dental home.  
 

To learn more about this initiative or find out how to get your office 

involved, contact CCHD at 518-565-4993. 

Early Intervention Program (EIP) 
 

EIP is a voluntary program to support parents in meeting their             

responsibilities to nurture and enhance their child(ren)’s                    

development. To be eligible for services, a child must have a            

qualifying medical diagnosis, as identified by EI regulation, or          

a significant developmental delay in communication, cognitive, 

motor, social-emotional or adaptive skills. Eligibility is established 

by a standardized developmental assessment performed by a               

State-approved, developmental evaluation agency. 
 

EIP can provide services from birth to 3 years of age. For children 

aged 36 months and older, the school district in which the child 

resides provides similar services through their Special Education 

Department. If the child is aged 33 - 36 months, referrals should        

be made to the child’s school district’s Committee on Special     

Education. Services provided through both programs are supportive 

or consultative in nature and focus on providing parents the skills 

needed to help their child(ren) reach their maximum developmental 

potential. 
 

Call CCHD at 518-565-4848 with any questions regarding referrals. 

CCHD also provides walk-in, free developmental screenings for 

children birth to 5 years on the 4th Monday of every month at 133 

Margaret Street in Plattsburgh. For referral forms as well as more 

information on EIP and the monthly screenings please visit 

www.clintonhealth.org/specialneeds. 

Resources Now Online 
 

CCHD’s Partner Nurse Program (PNP) connects local health care 

professionals in clinical practice to those providing community  

preventive services.  A CCHD Nurse conducts    

quarterly face-to-face detailing visits, providing local 

medical practices with tools and resources tailored to 

each specialty to support high-quality patient care.   

In a recent survey conducted by CCHD, 63% of   

providers indicated a desire to access PNP materials online.    

CCHD listened, and Partner Nurse Program resources are now 

available at www.clintonhealth.org/partnernurse. 

Zika Virus Testing Updates 
 

Stay up-to-date with current NYS Zika virus testing 

guidelines by visiting www.health.ny.gov/diseases/

zika_virus/providers.htm. Guidelines and recom-

mendations were updated in May and August 2017. 

STIs:  Hidden Epidemics? 
  

The Institute of Medicine refers to Sexually           

Transmitted Infections (STIs) in the U.S. as “hidden 

epidemics.” The CDC estimates the direct cost of 

STI epidemics nationally at about $16 billion. The 

CDC’s County Health Rankings shows Clinton 

County’s STI rates (based on reported chlamydia 

cases) are a worsening indicator of morbidity for        

our County’s population (http://bit.ly/2kgSZhN). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

While some recent numbers of STI cases reported     

in Clinton County, including chlamydia, may in         

part be attributed to increased outreach by health  

care providers and new guidelines allowing RNs, 

PAs  and NPs to screen and test for STIs, it also   

follows a disturbing national trend. As of August 

2017, syphilis cases reported in Clinton County had 

nearly reached 2016 reported numbers for the entire 

year. Screening for STIs is now recommended in 

adults and adolescents aged 15 - 65 years. For 

Screening Recommendations and Considerations   

Referenced in Treatment Guidelines and Original 

Sources, visit https://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/

screening-recommendations.htm.  
 

The Council of State and Tribal           

epidemiologists (CSTE) has approved 

changes to syphilis case and definitions 

effective January 1, 2018. Information on 

these changes is available at http://bit.ly/2xMV0Ym 

and http://bit.ly/2xat8cm. 

http://cchdblogs.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clintonhealth
https://twitter.com/ClintonCountyHD
https://www.instagram.com/clintoncountyhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBdSovAjX3UHj9oFxXZV67Q/feed
http://www.clintonhealth.org/specialneeds
http://www.clintonhealth.org/partnernurse
http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/zika_virus/providers.htm
http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/zika_virus/providers.htm
http://bit.ly/2kgSZhN
https://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/screening-recommendations.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/std/tg2015/screening-recommendations.htm
http://bit.ly/2xMV0Ym
http://bit.ly/2xat8cm

