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Sample Template 
 

_____________Tobacco Free Policy  
 

Policy:  
 
In order to protect the health and welfare of our children, the (city, county, 
other entity) of ________________ prohibits the use of all tobacco products 
at the __________________ (beach, recreation center, park) OR: at all (city, 
county) parks and recreational areas. (This definition can be tailored to fit 
your individual needs) 
 
This policy applies to all persons, or groups that utilize (insert name of 
beach, park, recreation area) and includes all grounds, restrooms and  
concession areas (add other areas as appropriate) 
 
Procedures 
 
· Tobacco-Free signs will be posted in all areas covered by this policy. 
· In order to educate the community, the beach/park/recreation area will   

be designated as a tobacco-free area in all informational brochures and 
advertisements. 

· All groups seeking permission to utilize the grounds for activities and 
events will be notified of the policy. 

· Groups will be responsible for enforcing the policy with their members. 
 
Individuals who refuse to comply with the policy may be asked to leave the 
premises. 

 
 
____________________________ 
Effective Date:  
 
 
____________________________ 
Signature/Title 

 



 

 

Model Tobacco-Free Policy for Recreational Settings 

Purpose 
According to the U.S. Surgeon General’s Report of 2006, the Environmental Protection Agency Act of 
1992, the New York State Clean Indoor Air Act of 2003, and the Federal Pro-Children Act of 1994,       
tobacco use and exposure to secondhand smoke (environmental tobacco smoke) are hazardous to the health 
of human beings.  

This recreational setting, ____________ will provide a 100% tobacco-free, smoke-free environment. 

Goals 
The goal of this policy is to provide and enforce a 100% tobacco-free, smoke-free environment for all park 
patrons, management, employees, and contractors within its facilities, vehicles, grounds, playing fields, and 
at all sponsored events. This goal will be achieved by the leadership/management being supportive in: 

•   Exhibiting healthy behavior; 
•  Providing appropriate tobacco cessation educational materials for employees; and 
•   Providing access to cessation counseling and/or referral services for employees. 

Procedures 
•   Prohibit the use and/or sale of all tobacco products including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, 

pipes, smokeless tobacco and snuff on facilities, grounds, vehicles. 
•   Ensure that tobacco use prevention programs and cessation services/referrals are an integral part of 

its human services, and health/wellness initiatives. 
•   Provide assistance to employees for cessation services/referrals as deemed appropriate on an      

individual basis. 
•   Display appropriate signage in all areas (facilities, grounds, and vehicles), and provide policy in 
 writing (contracts, orientation manuals, performance evaluations, sports registration forms, 
 coaching contracts, etc.). 

Enforcement 
This recreational facility, _______________ will enforce this policy by determining appropriate 
disciplinary actions for violators (employees, contractors, and park patrons). Actions may be inclusive of 
the following: 

•  Employees: verbal reprimands, written notification placed in personnel file, suspension, mandatory 
enrollment in a tobacco education program or voluntary enrollment in a cessation program. 

•  Contractors: written notification of policy violation, possible cancellation of contracts, request to 
leave property. 

•  Park Patrons: verbal request to not use tobacco products, request to leave property, prosecution for   
disorderly conduct after repeated offenses, and possible loss of facility privileges. 

Education and Assistance 
As a recreational facility, leadership/management will be responsible for educating employees, contractors 
and visitors about the new policy and provide assistance for compliance. 

Tobacco Industry Marketing or Sponsorship 
This recreational facility, _____________ will not accept any contributions or gifts, money or materials 
from the tobacco industry or related companies. Also, this will not participate in any type of functions that 
are funded by the tobacco industry. In addition, any gear or clothing that advertises tobacco use or tobacco 
products will not be allowed on playing fields. 



 

 

Model Tobacco-Free Policy 
City-Owned Outdoor Recreational Facilities 

 
Section 1: Rationale 
WHEREAS, the City believes that tobacco use in proximity to children and adults engaging in or 
watching outdoor recreational activities at City-owned or operated facilities is detrimental to their 
health and can be offensive to those using such facilities; and 
WHEREAS, the City has a unique opportunity to create and sustain an environment that supports 
a non-tobacco norm through a tobacco-free policy, rule enforcement, and adult/peer role        
modeling on City-owned outdoor recreational facilities; and 
WHEREAS, the City believes parents, leaders, and officials involved in recreation are role models 
for youth and can have a positive effect on the lifestyle choices they make; and 
WHEREAS, the tobacco industry advertises at and sponsors recreational events to foster a    
connection between tobacco use and recreation; and 
WHEREAS, cigarettes, once consumed in public spaces, are often discarded on the ground    
requiring additional maintenance expenses, diminish the beauty of the City’s recreational         
facilities, and pose a risk to toddlers due to ingestion; and 
WHEREAS, the City Park & Recreation Board determines that the prohibition of tobacco use at 
the City’s recreational facilities serves to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of 
our City. 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that tobacco use is prohibited in outdoor recreational facilities. No 
person shall use any form of tobacco at or on any City-owned or operated outdoor recreational 
facilities, including the restrooms, spectator and concession areas. These facilities include [insert 
specific facilities here, e.g. playgrounds, athletic fields, beaches, aquatic areas, parks, and    
walking/hiking trails]. 
 
Section 2: Enforcement 
1. Appropriate signs shall be posted in the above specified areas. 
2. The community, especially facility users and staff, will be notified about this policy. 
3. Staff will make periodic observations of recreational facilities to monitor for compliance. 
4. Any person found violating this policy may be subject to immediate ejection from the 
recreation facility for the remainder of the event. 
 
Section 3: Effective Date 
This policy statement is effective immediately upon the date of adoption, 
which is ______________, 20__. 

 



 

 

Sample Tobacco-Free Park and Playground Resolution: 

 

The Town/Village/County of (your town/village/county) agrees to the adoption of 
the following resolution to create tobacco-free zones at local parks. 

WHEREAS, smoking is responsible for the premature deaths of over 430,000 
Americans each year from lung cancer, heart disease, respiratory illness and other 
diseases; and 

WHEREAS, secondhand smoke is responsible more than 50,000 deaths among 
nonsmokers each year; and 

WHEREAS, tobacco kills more Americans each year than alcohol, cocaine, crack, 
heroin, homicide, suicide, accidents, fires, and AIDS combined; and 

WHEREAS, 80% of smokers started smoking before the age of 18, and the average 
initiation age is 12 years old; and 

WHEREAS, everyday and estimated 3,900 young people under the age of 18 try 
their first cigarette and one-third of these children will die prematurely from tobacco 
related illnesses; and 

WHEREAS, to help role model non-smoking behavior to children and youth; to 
provide children, youth and their families with a safe, smoke-free environment; 

THEREFORE, the Town/Village of (your town/village), County of (your county), 
State of New York resolves as follows: 

The areas of parks where children are present including picnic areas, sports areas, 
parking lots and (list family areas specific to your town/village/county’s parks) in 
the Town/Village of (your town/village/county) be designated as tobacco-free zones.  

Appropriate signage will be posted designating tobacco-free zones. 

The Town/Village Clerk shall certify to the adoption of the resolution. 

This resolution will become effective on (Month, Day, Year). 



 

 

Town of Plattsburgh 
Parks and Recreation Department 

Tobacco-Free Policy in the Parks & Beaches  
 
Policy Statement: The Town of Plattsburgh is committed to the quality of life 
for all residents, therefore, we believe that: 

1. Tobacco product use in proximity of children, youth, adults engaging in or 
watching recreational activities is unhealthy and detrimental to the health of 
others. 

2. Tobacco products once consumed in public spaces are often discarded 
on the ground, thus posing a risk of ingestion to toddlers and causing a litter 
problem. 

As parents, coaches, program volunteers and officials, we are role models, 
and the use of tobacco products around youth has a negative effect on their 
lifestyle choices. 

Regulation: No person shall use any form of tobacco at or on any Town 
owned or operated recreational facility, including all areas of park grounds, 
such as playground areas, spectator areas, athletic fields, park buildings, 
and all beach areas.   

Compliance Procedures: The emphasis on enforcing the Tobacco-Free 
Policy in the Parks & Beaches is through voluntary compliance: 

1. Appropriate signage will be posted in all Town owned or operated parks 
and beach facilities. 

2. Town of Plattsburgh Park and Recreation staff will inform all facility users 
and youth coaches about this policy. Groups will be responsible for enforcing 
the policy with their members. 

3. Town staff will make periodic observations of all recreation facilities, as 
specified above, to monitor for compliance. 

A community education program will be implemented to assist in enforcing 
this policy. A press release will be sent out through local media outlets, 
including the Press Republican newspaper, the North Country Free Trader, 
and the WOKO and WIRY radio stations. A notice will also be included in the 
annual Recreation Brochure and on the official website for the Town of 
Plattsburgh.   

Adopted April 7, 2008 



 

 

Adopted May 13, 2008 
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